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communist and social reformer*. His communism involved
ploughing up the common and waste land throughout England,
regardless of the rights of the lord of the manor. 'We have
a free right to the land of England, being born therein5, said a
digger manifesto; and it is not surprising that the moneyed
classes viewed such claims with alarm or that they tended to
make no distinction between the handful of communists and
the vast body of social reformers. Thus the presbyterian was
divided from the sectary by the gravest differences on all the
great problems of the day, religious, political, and social.
Unfortunately the need for agreement was urgent, for the
legislation passed up to 1648' had led to a kind of ecclesiastical
anarchy.   As a result of the second civil war, when many
presbyterians had turned royalists, animosity between them and
the independents grew more bitter.   The great triumphs of
Cromwell's army at Dunbar and Worcester settled that presby-
terianism should not be imposed by force of Scottish arms, and
certainly it would not be imposed in any other way.   The
position, therefore, was that there was now no ecclesiastical
organization at all, except in London and a few counties where
the presbyterian model had been set up,  The greater part of
the clergy was presbyterian and another part independent.
According to the letter of the law, all incumbents should have
taken the covenant, but this was as much a dead letter as the
act which prohibited from preaching all except duly ordained
ministers or candidates for the ministry.   One ordinance (27
September 1650) of this period deserves mention—namely, the
repeal of the former statutes imposing penalties for not attend-
ing church. All that the ordinance required was that everybody
should resort to a public place of worship or be present at some
other place where religious exercises were practised,* The In-
strument, of Government provided that *the Christian religion
should be recommended as a public profession*, to which, how-
ever, none should be compelled by penalties, and that such as
professed a belief in Jesus Christ should be protected in the
exercise of their religion; but this toleration was not to be
extended to popery or prelacy,3 All that Cromwell attempted
to do during the protectorate was to secure the appointment of
one set of commissioners to see that none but fit persons were
1 See above, p. 191,	* Acts and Ordinances, il 433-5.
3 Clauses xxxv-xxxvh (Acts and Ordinances > il

